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\V — \ 


but m saved 

THE EARTH. 


I DRAGGED BRAINIAC 
INTO A BLACK HOLE 
WITH MV OWN HANDS. 


I SHOULDN'T 
WORRV, DAMMIT. 









GAM 


MNMNGHi 







TOOK 

TOo LOUS. IS 
eVeRVTH'M6...lS 
eVERToHE... > 


ALL RIGHT. 
CALM POWN, 
. COUSIN... . 




r TUF l 
PLANET'S 
STILL 
L HERE. A 


JUST... 


IPTTIpTTTjrTJJ 


illnllulillliiiii 




MV SUPER-VISION ANP 
SUPER-NEARING AREN'T 
STRONG ENOUGH FOR 
ME TO TELL... 


BUT I'M 

WEAR. 



ANP THIRTEEN THOUSANP 
SIX HUNPREP ANP TWELVE 
^ OF THEM PIEP. P 


I...I 

KNOW. 


r KARA. ^ 
BRAINIAC 
KNOCKEP OUT 
SEVEN BILLION 
k PEOPLE- A 


WE SAVEP 

BILLIONS.. 



...BUT THERE 
WERE HEART 
ATTACKS, HEAT 
STROKE, CAR / 
-•V WRECKS... y 


WE PIP 
EVERVTHINS 
WE POSSIBLV 

v couLP...y 


...BUT 

STILL... 


ANP NOW 
I'M JUST... 


...JUST TRVINS 
TO FOCUS ON 
WHAT WE CAN 
^ STILL FIX. a 






X yEAH. the X 
PHANTOM ZONE 
PROJECTOR 
IMPLOPEP PURINS 
THE BATTLE WITH 
V BRAINIAC. 


r THE GOOP ^ 
NEWS IS THAT WE 
THINK IT SWALLOWER 
UP MONGUL. NON . 
ANP THE PHANTOM 
KING. y 


WE 

' HAVEN'T FOUNP N 
ANV TRACE OF ANV 
. OF THEM ON THE . 
X PLANET. y 


r THE BAP ^ 
NEWS IS THAT IT 
ALSO TOOK VOUR 
MENAGERIE ^ 





r i 

J 










THE FORTRESS ANP 
ALL OF HER TECH ARE 
. MAPE UP OF LIVING , 
LL CRVSTAL. +- 


' WAIT- 
WHAT ARE 
VOU POINS, 
v HAL?. 


r SHE NEEPS X 
TO HEAL-WS 
THE ONLV WAV 
TO SET EVERV- 
THINS BACK 
V ONLINE ; V 


' I'VE TOLP > 
THE SVSTEM TO 
REBOOT ANP 
v RESPAWN. / 


RESPAWN 

WE PONT HAVE 
r//Wf FOR 
L. THAT, KAL/^ 


^ ANP THEN T 
WE’LL OPEN 
THE PHANTOM 
ZONE ANP SAVE 
V EVERVONE. y 


r ...VOU just n 
SAIP THERE’S 
NO r//Wf IN 
THE ZONE, 

V RISHT? 


- THE 
KANPORIANS... 
THEVLL...THEVLL 
, BE FINE, , 
L. RISHT? ^ 


r THAT’S N 
WHAT I’M 
COUNTINS 
k. ON. x 


.1 HAVE FINP OUT IF 


'MEET ME ^ 
BACK HERE 
IN FORTV 
k PAVS. X 


' WAIT A ^ 
MINUTE. VOU 
CAN'T JUST 
RUN OFF-. 


THERE’S STILL ANV 

V RANGER- ^ 

/^ANP'^^ 
HOW THE 
HELL PO VOU 1 1 
\PO THAT? M. 


I...PONT 

KNOW... 


/ THAT’S '• 
HOW LONS V - 
THE RE- 
SPAWNING 
TAKES, / 
VKARA. y 

y ANP volTN 
( JUST TOLP ' 
ME THIRTEEN 
THOUSANP 
PEOPLE 
V PIEP. y\ 


HAVE 
TO FINP 
. OUT... , 




THIS ms THE 
FIRST PLACE 
BRAINIAC HIT. 


EVER VO NE IN THIS TOWN 
SPENT THREE MONTHS 
IN A COMA, STUPIEP BV 
A HUNPREP SCIENTISTS 
ANP OUARANT/NEP BV 
FIVE PLATOONS. 


[m™ n 1 

"...I’LL START 

q 

AT HOME." 


W if 

?/ 

/ 

urn, 

> / 

/ | 
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wm'WV' 






...ANP IN SPITE OF 
THAT TERRIBLE 
PREAP EATING AT 
MV STOMACH... 


ANP I JUST HEAP 
POWN OLPFtELP 
PRIVE, LIRE WE PIP 
WHEN WE WERE 
RIPS... 


...WAITING FOR 
THAT SLOPE 
JUST PAST THE 
TARAHARA FARM... 

fig 

TO 

SIP 


mh 


FEELS LIRE 
FLVING. 

1 


AH. 


NOSTALGIA... 























CLARK? 


jiW/' 


IFVOU ANP 
MOM WERE 
STILL FERE... 


.1 WONPER.. 
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LANA! 


AW, 

CLARK. 


VOU’RE 

ALIVE. 


yeAH. 


I WAS JUST 
THINKING THE 
SAME THING 
ABOUT VOU. 


AIT A MINUTE. \ 

VOU SHOULD HAVE I 
HEARD ME DRIVING / 

UP JUST NOW. 

' 7 HELL, VOU X 

/ SHOULD HAVE HEARD 
MV HEARTBEAT THE 

MINUTE VOU HIT 

— -'X- 1 ' TOWN. 


OH. VEAH. 
THANKS... 


LANA. 


' YOU 
DON'T CALL, 
VOU DON'T 
v WRITE. 


...WHAT 
IS IT... 


'/ I KNOW. X 
I'M SORRV. TOOK 
ME A WHILE TO 
FIND MV WAV 
V HOME... ^ 


NOT QUITE \ 

A HUNDRED l . 

PERCENT. 8UT "> 

x , VOWRE 

\ LOOKING 
\ GOOD. . 

/^JUST LIKE X 
/ EVERVONE ELSE' 
/ IN TOWN. ALMOST 
LIKE NOTHING 
\ EVER HAPPENED 
\ \ AROUND HERE, , 

\V NUN? V/ 









com 

/ >N - """ ...i want^ 

gSIBi TO INTROPUCE 
VOU TO MV 
Wm. BOVFRtBNP. 
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/ CLARK X 
KENT, MEET 
JOHN HENRY 
v IRONS. A 


FINALLY/ 


HEARP 
A LOT 
ABOUT YOU, 
v MISTER/ 


sMiuaa; 

CEMF/t® 


r LIKEWISE / T 

it's soop 
TO MEET YOU, 
v PR. IRONS. . 


r OH, 
COME ON. 
JUST JOHN. 
v PLEASE, y 



WOW. YOU 
SONNA SIYE ME 
_ THAT SCOOP, 
V LANA? y 


YOU SNOOZE, YOU 
LOSE, CLARK. PONT 
YOU REAP THE 
V PAPERS? 


LOIS LANE 
ALREAPY 
WROTE IT 
y UP. y 


SrrA'l*" 




SO. ..OFF THE RECORP, 
THEN... HOW PIP YOU 
GUVS MEET? ^ 


— WELL, AFTER 
/ I HELPEP SUPERMAN \ 
/ PURINS THE POO MSP AY ' 
THINS, THE SOVERNMENT 
TOOK OYER MY LAB ANP THEN 
BRAINIAC BLEW IT UP ANP 
V THEN LANA NEEPEP SOME / 
\ HELP SAVING THE / 


WORLP. 





T PSHf 
VOU'RE A 
GROWN MAN, 
NOW/ CALL ME 

MORRIS, . 

V BOV/ > 


r MEV, ~ 
CLARK/ WHAT 
BRINGS VOU 
k BACK? y 


' OH, JUST 
VISITING, /MR. 
. SANTIAGO. 



yEAH. HONESTLV, 
EVERVONE HERE'S 
PRETTV /MUCH FINS, 
, AS FAR AS WE , 
\ CAN TELL/ 
"BUT WE 
' WANT TO /MAKE 
SURE THERE ARE NO 
LINGERING EFFECTS V 
FRO/M THE CO/MAS-FOR A 
THESE FOLKS OR FOR M 
\ ANVONE ON THE JS 
I PLANET. 

p/NP THE (Wt'UrN 
f FOUNPAT/ON CA/ME \ 
THROUGH WITH SOME 1 
i FUNPING FOR A LON6 S 
L TERM STUPV, 

SV. so... 


SO I GUESS VOU 
GUVS ARE STICKING 
. AROUNP FOR A . 
^ WHILE? y* 


CLARK, VOU BE SURE W 
TO WRITE UP A GOOP 
STORV ABOUT LANA LM 
V ANP JOHN HENRV, 
V_HERE/ / 

SAVING^- 
■ >csW THE PAV, EVERV 
PAV/ V 


PHN HENRV, I GOT 
•ITTLE BIT OF THAT 
i/SOCfT SAVJS/H IN , 
MV CALF AGAIN. ^ 


WHAT ARE 
VOU POING, 

. CLARK? . 


JOHN HENRV, I GOT 
A LITTLE BIT OF THAT 
. MUSCLE SPASM IN „ 
\MV CALF AGAIN. 


ALL RIGHT, ^ 
MORRIS...LET'S GET 
VOU INTO THE LAB AT 
TWO. THAT GOOP 
^ FOR VOU? ^ 


BUT 

VOU SEEM 
TO HAVE IT 
ALL UNPER 
CONTROL. 


f X WAS \ 
ACTUALLV 
THINKING ABOUT 
HELPING OUT 
HERE FOR A 
WHILE. y 





r TOOK VOU ^ 
LONS ENOUSH 
TO COME 
^ VISIT. ^ 


T WELL, I WASN'T 1 
PARTICULARLY BASER 
TO SAY HI TO THE SUV 
WHO HIT ME WITH THAT 
k KRVPTON/TE . 
W SCAN, 


^ tn/Mf 


r yeah. ^ 

SORRY ABOUT 
. THAT... > 


...BUT IT'S PART OF 
THE TESTING. ANP THE 
SOOP NEWS IS YOU'RE K 
.^POOMSPAV-FREE. 

rr-^ k i —7&C \ how ~ 


r I 0UESS ^ 
FLVINS THROUSH 
A FEW BLACK 
HOLES'LL KINP OF 
CLEAN OUT THE 
L. SYSTEM. A 


^ YOU ^ 
SHOULP TARE 
APVANTASE OF 
IT. LAV LOW FOR 
^ A WHILE. A 


BLACK 

HOLES, 

HUH? 


~ LONG ~ 
STORY. REMINP 
ME TO TELL 
YOU ABOUT IT 
^ SOME PAY. a 


WHAT 
ARE VOU 
TALKINS 
ABOUT? 


i suess ~ 

" THAT EXPLAINS 
WHY YOU'RE NOT AT 
FULL STRENGTH. 


BUT I 

W COVEREP FOR ^ 
" uom... OTHER HALF. ’ 
PUT OUT A PRESS RELEASE 
SAVINS THE IV AVNE 
FOUNPA T/ON HAP HIREP 
CLARK KENT FOR A 
, LONS-TERM OVERSEAS . 
^ REPORTING A 
JOB... - ^ 


IT'S NICE TO SEE 
BRUCE ACTUALLV 
SURPRIGEP 
EVERV ONCE IN 
A WHILE. 


CALCULATING.. 

PLANNING... 


THE WORLP ^ 
■ WENT THROUSH ■ 
A LOT. 

1 f ANP A \ /?/ 

W LOT OF IT \ I t j 
SEEMEP TO ) 

COME... / j.lZB 


l/w" ...FROM "T" 
liKSL/A’fA’/M/JwJ 

A 

ft 
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Who Needs Superman, 
Anyway? 


By Clark Kent 






CLARK ^ 
~ KENT, VOU 
OPEN THIS 
PAWN POOP 
PISHT 

^NOW.'A 


...VOU RUN OFF ON A WAVNE \ l 1 ^ 

JUNKET to* TWO MONTHS 

\ WHILE THIS CITV SOES J 

THROUSH HELL... ...ANP THgN 

- VOU COME BACK 

£S&t, ANP WRITE THIS WEIRP 

ANTI-SUPEPMAN 


THINS? 


PANS. 
LOIS. HI. 
WHAT- 


r first, n 
THAT BEARP IS 
V RIPICULOUS. y 


THANKS. 



CAT 

SOT VOUR 
. T ONSUE? 


I...VOU... % 
VOU REAP 
. THAT? y 


X ANP SINCE X 
I REBLOSSEP 
IT, TEN THOUSANP 
MORE PEOPLE 
k HAVESHAREP / 
X. it/ V 


THIS... 

KENT. 


' I'M 
STARTINS 
TO... LIKE 
k HIM. . 


yES, MR. 
LUTHOR? 







r IF VOU N 
HATE IT SO 
MUCH, WHV'P 
VOU REBLOS 
V IT? V 


( LOOK, \ '■[Yd 

\CLARK.^ mj 

I KNOW 

/ VOUR LITTLE \ 
WEBSITE WITH ' 
CAT'S GOINS UNPER, 
V 50 VOU MUST BE ! 
\ PESPERATE. /Z 


~ BUT ^ 
I PIPN'T TARE 
VOU FOR THE 
SOCIOPATHIC 
LINK-BAIT 
V TVPE. > 


' LOIS, T 
VOUVE 
SOT IT ALL 
, WRONS- , 


OH, VO U 
THINK IT'S 
.FUNNV?. 


r I CAN \ 
RUN WITH 
THIS. J 

you"'' 
■ WANT A 
WAR? 


VEAH? 


' THEN > 
VOU PON'T 
UNPERSTANP 
SUPERMAN 
v AT ALL. > 


...ANP J FEEL LIKE 
I'VE LOST AND 
FOUNP MV BEST 
FRIENP IN THE 
SAME INSTANT. 




We've all heard 
the argument 
before. Hell, I 
made it myself 
when Superman 
became 
Superdoom . 


Of course , Superman 
has this lovely 
tendency to fly in 
and save the day. _ 


And what about John 
Corben, a.k.a. Metal 
Zero, the war hero 
turned machine who ' s 
stood guard atop the 
Daily Planet building 
for the past sixty 
days? 


But so does the new kid, 

Baka, the monster child from 
Subterranea who prevented 
the Supremacists from taking 
over downtown Metropolis in 
the immediate aftermath of J 
the Brainiac invasion. A 


. . . and who knows how 
many other superheroes 
who have stepped up to 
save the day, every day 
since he's been gone. 


In other words 
the argument 
goes . . . 


THAT'S 
RIGHT, E 
10 IS. Jfy/ 

y YOU'RE' 
N POING JUST 
FINE- M 




W// s' X 
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V Clark Kent says jnsl/ 
Superman should 
l| just stay away. — ^ 



ft> — ji 



Uv 














I see him every day in every 
person out there on the street 
trying to make things better. 


But that's not just 
about him inspiring 

us . 


That ' s about us 
showing him the 
way . 


Every one of us has the 
capacity to do the worst 
things imaginable . And 
sometimes we do . 


I don ' t 
know where 


But he 
better get 
his butt 
back home . 


Because he 

needs to 

see this. 
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Superman 
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thing is how often 




we humans do the 



very opposite. 
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i ... about whether > 
. Superman needs i 

: us? JL 




1 You like to ^ Ns_. 
3 call him an 

F alien. 






I PON'T 
KNOW IF VOU 
CAN HEAR 
ME... 


YOU...VOU 
MISHT JUST 
BE A LITTLE 7Y?£7 
MUCH FOR THIS 
WORLP. 


r ...I CAN'T ^ 
JUST KEEP 
STUMBLINS ALONS, 
EXPECTINS TO BE 
. SAVEP. 


ANP 

I PONT CARE 
WHAT LOIS 
SAYS. 


you WERE 
RIGHT. 


r LOIS 
THINKS WE'RE ALL 

. AMAZING. 


r BUT THIS WORLP ^ 
IS INSANE. TERRIBLE 
THINSS ARE SOINS TO 
COME FOR US, ASAIN 
^ ANP ASAIN. >, 


ANP 

THEN WE'RE 
SONNA SET 
PEAP. 


.SMS' 

,ffll 


^ BECAUSE * 
NOT EVEN 
SUPERMAN- -CAN 
LIVE UP TO BEINS 
. SUPERMAN. . 


MAVBE IT 
REALLV IS TIME 
FOR VOU TO 
JUST... A 


w ...but i mm 
I REAP VOUR ■ 



MT we 

1 ARTICLE. Jig 



IB CAN'T... 1 




. / CAN'T.. 1 


l J 

Mm nPSSiiiW j 

uuMii Ui iTn y/ J 

11 

ANP IF VOU 

\ y/ /m 



■ KEEP SAVING US, 1 

V'M/ 

A. tSNHL A 


■ WE'RE SOINS TO 1 

vW i 


pjjl 

^ SET WEAK. t 
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ME, LANA. / 
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DC COMICS PRESENTS 


//// /// 


O kay, so as November rolls around and Amer- 
icans are looking to gather around the table 
to feast upon turkey, stuffing and sweet 
potatoes, I look at the offering we have cooked up 
for the Superman books, and I gotta say, we have 
quite a spread. 

But first a treat in late October with SUPERMAN 
#35 where we have an alternate version of pages 
8-9 by John Romita Jr., Klaus Janson and Laura 
Martin. Here, Geoff Johns has written a scene 
in which our heroes Kal-EI and his new partner 
Ulysses go out to stop the guy currently mak- 
ing their lives hell: the Machinist. A simple scene 
in words that J.R. brought to life in two ways and 
could not decide which one was best, and honestly, 
neither could I. Sure we picked one for the book, 


but I felt the power he showed in this one had to be 
seen. So here it is! (And you’re not gonna wanna 
miss any part of the “Men of Tomorrow” storyline as 
it continues... TRUST ME.) 

Now in November there’s ACTION COMICS 
#36, we have Greg Pak, Aaron Kuder and Wil 
Quintana showing us the post-“Doomed” life for 
Clark in the haunted place that his hometown of 
Smallville has become. 

Meanwhile, SUPERMAN/WONDER WOMAN #13, 
which has the new team of Peter Tomasi and Doug 
Mahnke taking over the power couple’s lives and 
throwing some real big bads into the mix! Very spicy! 


SUPERGIRL#36 also gets a new voice with K. 
Perkins as co-writer along with Mike Johnson, who 


wrote the series when Kara debuted in the New 52. 
They look to school the former Red Lantern as she 
becomes part of the Crucible Academy, where the 
students’ survival is not guaranteed. Also attending 
is the super-woman Maxima, who is beautifully re- 
designed by series penciller Emanuela Lupacchino! 
This is all topped off with Ray McCarthy’s inks and 
Hi-Fi colors. 

And our final treat is BATMAN/SUPERMAN with 
new art team Ardian Syaf, Sandra Hope and Ulises 
Arreola joining writer Greg Pak to ask the very 
simple question: Who is Superman’s Joker? 


So are you ready for some Kryptonian cuisine? 
It’s all ready to serve now, and you’ll be thankful 
that you tried it. 

-EDDIE BERGANZA 

Super-Chef 

▲ SUPERMAN #35 

Unused art by John Romita Jr., 

Klaus Janson and Laura Martin 





THE 


THE FLASH 
premieres Tuesday, 
Oct. 7 at 8/7c, on 

r|i } 


W hen Central City C5I investigator Barry Allen is struck 
by lightning in a freak particle accelerator accident, he 
awakens after nine months in a coma to discover something 
extraordinary: he has gained the power to travel at speeds 
far beyond that of a normal person, transforming him into the 
Fastest Man Alive. Taking a cue from his friend and ally 
— the Starling City hero known as Arrow — 

Barry now uses his superhuman abilities to 
help protect the people of Central City from 
a rogues gallery of villains 
- many from across the DC 
Universe. And this fall, he's 
racing onto television screens 
across the nation in the all-new 
television series The Flash ! 

We got a chance to check out the pilot 
episode of the upcoming series and it got us so 
pumped up, we were running around in circles 
just to try and burn off all the excitement. It 
didn't work though ‘cause there was just way too 
much of it. Our favorite thing about the show is the 
Flash himself: actor Grant Gustin. Arrow fans got a 
sampling of Gustin’s portrayal of the character during 
a two-episode story arc featuring a pre-Flash Barry 
Allen before to his infamous accident — giving viewers 
a nerdy, excitable, and instantly likeable everyday guy 
with the heart of a hero. 

In The Flash, Gustin kicks it up a notch as Barry's 
exuberance and energy brings a level of fun to the character that immediately makes you 
want to root for him. In fact, all the actors give stellar performances — from Tom Cavanagh 
as tech genius Harrison Wells to Jesse L. Martin as Barry's father figure Detective Joe West, 
and more. Along with the acting (and very awesome effects), the series really blew us away 
with the multitude of comic book references and Easter Eggs that should get comic fans 
incredibly excited and newcomers pleasantly intrigued. It definitely got us ready for what's 
sure to be a stellar run. 


Watch the DC All Access Webseries that takes you inside DC Entertainment! 
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